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1. Introduction

Warlpiri is an Australian Aboriginal language
spoken in Central Australia. It has received a
good deal of attention recently, because of its
‘nonconfigurational’ structure. The proper-
ties of Warlpiri that make it a ‘non-configu-

rational language’, (such as free word order,

discontinuous constituents and null anaph-
ora) have been examined in various theories.
Hale (1981a) and Nash (1986) present ac-
counts of Warlpiri as a W* language in re-
vised extended standard transformational
grammar, as does van Riemsdijk (1981).
Bouma (1985, 1986) presents an account of
nonconfigurationality ~ within  categorial
grammar. Lexicalist accounts are given in
Andrews (1985) and Simpson (1983b, 1991).
Government-Binding accounts are given in
Hale (1983), Jelinek (1984) and Laughren
(1985a, b, ¢, 1989). Swartz (1988, 1991) looks
at some of these properties in terms of a func-
tional approach. to. grammar, and discourse
pragmatics.

A general introduction to Warlpiri gram-
mar is given in Nash (1986), and various as-
pects are discussed in papers in Swartz
(1982a), as well as other references in the bib-
liography. Apart from grammar, other work
on Warlpiri includes work on language
acquisition. by. Edith Bavin and Tim Shopen,
and on an auxiliary language, Warlpiri sign
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—~. 1976. The subject in Philippine languages:
topic, actor, actor-topic, or none of the above. Sub-
ject and topic, ed. by Charles N. Li. New York. -
—, and Fe. T. Otanes. 1972. Tagalog reference
grammar. Berkeley. )
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language, by Adam Kendon. As well
Michael Kashket has prepared a parser fo
Warlpiri, based on the Government-Bindin;
theory. A large body of material in Warlpii
is available, including oral and written mate-
rial in machine-readable files prepared by {]
Massachusetts Institute of Technology Lexi:
con Project, as well as many books written
by Warlpiri people and published by {]
‘Yuendumu Bilingual Resources Developmen
Unit, and translations of the Bible preparéd
with the help of Stephen Swartz.

In this sketch, we outline some of the
portant features of Warlpiri grammar, refs
ring wherever possible to published wor
the topics discussed. )

2. Some General Features of
Warlpiri Clause Structure

2.1. Verbal and Nominal Sentences

Warlpiri has both verbal and nominal sente]
ces. In the former, illustrated by (1) a
below, the predicator is a verb. In th
illustrated by (3) and (4), the predicator:
longs to the other major part of specchl
‘Warlpiri, i.e. the noun: ~

(1) Ngaju ka-rna wangka-mi.
I IMPF-1sS speak-NPST
‘I am speaking’

(2) Ngajulu-rlu ka-rna-ngku nyun
I-ERG IMPF-1sS-2sNS you:
nya-nyi.
see-NPST
‘I see you.’

(3) Ngaju (-rna) mata.
I (-1sS) tired

‘I am tired.’
(4) Ngaju (-rna) ngampurrpa na
I (-1s8) wanting 1

‘] want some tea.’ .
(See Appendix for abbreviations and
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In a finite verbal sentence, an auxiliary
(AUX) is obligatory ~ in (1) and (2) above,
the base of the auxiliary is the present imper-
fective element ka. This is construed with the
nonpast endings of the verb. In addition, per-
son marking clitics — corresponding to the
direct arguments (subject, object) of the verb
= are suffixed to the base of the auxiliary.
In (1), an intransitive sentence, the auxiliary
contains just the first person singular subject
clitic (glossed ‘1sS’), corresponding to the
subject argument. But in the transitive sen-
tence (2), in addition to the subject clitic im-
mediately following the base, the auxiliary
. contains 2 non-subject clitic corresponding to

glossed ‘2sNS”).

Nominal sentences are stative and have no
phonologically overt auxiliary base, though
they can optionally have pronominal clitics,
as is shown by the parentheses in (3) and (4).
This essay will be concerned primarily with
the syntax of verbal sentences.

2.2. Free Word Order

‘A prominent feature of Warlpiri surface syn-
tax is free word order. A transitive sentence,
with overt subject and object, may exhibit
ny of the theoretically possible orderings of
these arguments and the verb:

a) Ngarrka-jarra ka-pala-jana
man-DUAL  IMPF-3dS-3pNS
wawirri-patu-ku
kangaroo-PAUCAL-DAT
" wurru-ka-nyi
stalk-move-NPST
‘The (two) men are stalking the (sev-
eral) kangaroos.’
b) Wawirri-patu-ku ka-pala-jana ngarrka-
jarra wurru-ka-nyi.
) Ngarrka-jarra ka-pala-jana wurru-ka-
. nyi wawirri-patu-ku.
Wawirri-patu-ku ka-pala-<jana wurru-
ka-nyi ngarrka-jarra.
Wurru-ka-nyi ka-pala-jana ngarrka-
arra wawirri-patu-ku.
urru-ka-nyi ka-pala-jana wawirri-
patu-ku ngarrka-jarra. .

¥ the auxiliary complex is restricted in
acement. It normally appears in second
tion (the so-called Wackernagel posi-
if its initial element is not a comple-
. Otherwise, an auxiliary may appear
n'second position or in initial position,
(8),(with the exception that the negative

the second person singular object argument
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This may be thought of as a phonological
constraint — the AUX must be contained in
the first phonological phrase of the phono-
logical clause, where the phonological clause
is an intonational unit marked by a final
pause and a distinctive tonal melody. (Pre-
ceding the phonological clause there may be
a topicalised element, as in (18)).

Althought the choice of different word or-
der alternatives is conditioned by stylistic and
discourse factors, as yet only partially under-
stood, it is also true to an extraordinary de-
gree in Warlpiri that different orderings are
considered to be repetitions of one another.
When asked to repeat an utterance, speakers
depart from the ordering of the original more
often than not (cf. Hale 1981a, 1983, Laugh-
ren 1984, Swartz 1988, 1991).

2.3. The Ergative Case System

The sentences of (1) through (5) serve to il-
tustrate the essential character of the Warlpiri
ergative case system. The subject of a' canoni-
cal intransitive sentence, like (1), or the nomi-
nal sentences (3) and (4), is assigned the so-
called absolutive (phonologically unmarked)
case, as is the object of a canonical transitive
sentence, such as (2). The subject of a transi-
tive sentence of this type appears in the so-
called ergative case (glossed ERG and real-
ized morphologically by the ending -ngku af-
ter disyllabics and -rlu after polysyllabics and
certain exceptional disyllabics). Canonical
transitives are, however, not the only ones in
which a dyadic predicator can appear. Thus,
sentence (5) contains a dyadic verb which dif-
fers from that of (2) in that its subject is as-
signed the absolutive case while its object is
assigned the dative (glossed DAT and real-
ized morphologically by the ending -ku). Sen-
tence (4) contains a dyadic nominal predica-
tor, with a similar case assignment; the sub-
ject is assigned the absolutive case, and the
other argument is assigned the dative case.

2.4. Agreement with the AUXILIARY

These sentences also illustrate another promi-
nent feature of the grammar of Warlpiri
tensed clauses — to wit, agreement between
the auxiliary complex and the arguments of
the verb. As mentioned earlier, this is realized
by means of pronominal clitics suffixed to the
auxiliary base. These elements appear in the
order subject-non-subject, with a partial ex-
ception to be noted later, and they embody
the person and number categories of the cor-
responding argument. This agreement is suf-
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ficiently “rich” to permit free use of so-called

“null anaphora” in Warlpiri tensed clauses —
i.e. arguments need not be expressed in syn-
tax as overt noun phrases (cf. Hale 1973a,
1983, Jelinek 1984, Swartz 1991, Simpson
1991). This also holds for nominal sentences
containing pronominal clitics. Thus, beside
(1-5) above, we also find the following:

(6a) Wangka-mi ka-rna.
speak-NPST IMPF-1sS
‘T am speaking.’

6b) Nya-nyi ka-rna-ngku.
see-NPST IMPF-1sS-2sNS
‘T see you.’

(6c) Mata -ma.
tired -1sS
‘T am tired.

(6d) Ngampurrpa-rna nalija-ku.
wanting-1sS tea-DAT

‘T want some tea.’

(6e) Wurru-ka-nyi ka-pala-jana.
stalk-NPST IMPF-3dS-3pNS
‘The (two) are stalking them (more
than two).”

As these sentences show, the clitics corre- -

spond to grammatical functions, not to the
case categories of arguments. Thus, subject
clitics — i.e. -rna (1sS = first person singular
subject) and -pala (3dS = third person dual
subject) ~ are construed with absolutive sub-
jects in (1), (3), and (5), but with an ergative
subject in (2). And non-subject clitics (i.e.
-ngku (2sNS = second person singular non-
subject) and -jana (3pNS = third person plu-
ral non-subject) — are construed with an ab-
solutive object in (2) and with a dative object
in (5

gn) tensed sentences whose verb is triadic,
taking both absolutive and dative “objects”,
only the dative exhibits true object properties
(cf. Carrier 1976, Simpson/Bresnan 1983,
Swartz 1982b) and is represented by a clitic
in the auxiliary complex:

(7) Ngajulu-rlu kapi-rna-ngku
I-ERG FUTCOMP-1s8-2sNS
karli-patu yi-nyi-
boomerang-PAUCAL give-NPST
nyuntu-ku.
you-DAT
‘T will .give 'you (the) (several) boom-
erangs.’

The absolutive argument is not represented
by a clitic in such cases. Here again, the di-
rect arguments of the verb, including the ab-
solutive, may be non-overt:
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stance, or condition, e.g. yuka-mi ‘enter’,
yirrpi-mi ‘insert’, pali-mi ‘die, expire’, efc.),
assumes an attitude or stance (in some loca-
tion or state, e. g. nyina-mi sit, be in location
or state’), or produces some effect (in itself or
in some other entity, e. g. yula-mi ‘cry’, pi-nyi
“‘affect (barmfully)’). (Here and elsewhere,
when verbs are cited in isolation, they are
iven in their nonpast tense forms. This
serves not only to provide pronounceable
- verbal words but also to identify the conjuga-
on to which a cited verb belongs). (Cf. Hale
982b, 1983, Hale/Platero 1986b, Hale/
aughren 1986, Nash 1986, Swartz 1982b).
The notional range of Warlpiri nouns ex-
nds from definite and fully referential ex-
ressions to ones which, although morpho-
cally nominal, are almost exclusively
fedicative in use. Thus, the nominal cate-
rgory encompasses deictics (e. g. the pronouns
d demonstratives, such as ngaju ‘I, nyampu
this”), the indefinite determiners (and “quan-
fiers”, e. g. finta ‘one’), names (e. g. the sub-
on - terms), substantives (e.g. karnta
man’, pirli ‘stone’), attributives (e. 8. wiri
), mental and psychological statives (e. g
mpurrpa ‘wanting, desirous’), and loca-
and directionals (e.g. kulkurru “in the
dle’). Ttems toward the end of this listing
more often than not predicative in func-
;:while those toward the beginning are
¢ often argumental (cf. Hale 1983).
While nouns and verbs are the two major
xical s categories in Warlpir, heading the
r- -syntactic phrasal categories (noun
Se.and clause), there is a third lexical cat-
oy which plays a significant role in Warlp-
norpho-syntax — namely, the preverb.
e Warlpiri probably has only some 120
orphemic verbs, it boasts an impres-
ntory of preverbs, and the category
coounts' for the bulk of the verbal vocabu-
0, the language (cf. Hale 1982b, Nash
986, Swartz 1982b).
arlpiri preverb is evidently nominal
nd it is often ambiguous in its clas-
~ as noun or preverb — in the syn-
ammar. In its basic position, it pre-
he verbal stem, forming with it a met-
t. However, many are rather loosely
d with their verbal hosts, in that an
in. seeking Wackernagel’s position,
Tvene: between the preverb and the
-particularly, but not exclusively,
uxiliary has the null base. Thus,
reverb ping ‘back, returning’, both
9b) are possible:

(8) Kapi-rna-rla yi-nyi.
FUTCOMP-1sS-3sDAT give-NPST
‘T will give (it) to him.’

As an aside, it should be pointed out that:
this sentence illustrates an additional det.
of Warlpiri grammar as well, namely, the faci
that a third person singular dative argumen;
is overtly registered in the auxiliary (here b
the clitic -rla). Otherwise, third singular argy
ments, subject or object, are not overtly r'ep
resented by clitics in the auxiliary, and we
not represent them in our interlinear g
ing. (It is very rare for dative arguments. ofs
nominal predicates to be cross-referenced By
clitics — hence the lack of a clitic agree
with nalijaku in (4)). .

Sentence (8) also exemplifies the fact
an auxiliary complex with a complemen
being disyllabic, or longer, may remain in
tial position. The alternative, with thea
iary following the verb, is also possible
of course. :

2.5. Complex Clauses

As we show in Section 7., Warlpiri ¢
sentences involving tensed dependent’é
are adjoined in protasis or apodosis
are not, strictly speaking, embedded.
val dependent clauses, however, can i
bedded. In addition to the use of these.depe
dent clause types in forming comp
ces, Warlpiri makes liberal use of:
ondary predication” of nominal exps
Secondary predicates may attribute a;
some referent, or describe the circum
of an event, such as reason, or th I
state. Secondary predication is impo
Warlpiri, shouldering a large porti
expressive burden in the language.

2.6. Syntactic Categories

The Warlpiri categorial (or par
system recognizes two large cla
and verbs. The verbal catego
scribed in its notional content, W
minal category appears, from th¢
of Indo-European languages; say,
a rather wide range of notions
some which are typically expressedzbs
in Indo-European languages.
Apart from verbs of emotior
mi ‘like, love’) and perceptio
‘see’), Warlpiri verbs typically:
types in which an entity undi
caused to undergo, a chang
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{%2) Pina-ya-nu-g-pala.
back-go-PST-PERF-3dS
‘They (two) went back.’

(9b) Pina--pala ya-nu,
back-PERF-3dS go-PST
“They (two) went back.’

In (5a2) and (9b), the string (of preverb,
auxiliary, and verb) forms a phonological
phrase, with a single main stress — on the
initial syllable. Warlpiri words, complex or
simple, carry primary stress on the first sylla-
ble. The string in (9a) (of PV, V, AUX) forms
a single phonological word which also consti-
tutes a phonological phrase, whereas in (9b)
the string (of PV AUX V) consists of two
phonological words which form a single pho-
nological phrase. :

The nature of the morphological binding
between the preverb and the verb is such
that, with the most “productive” preverbs, at
least, the relative order of verb and preverb
may be reversed — maintaining the metrical
unity of the combination, normally:

(10) Ya-nu-pala pina.
g0-PST-PERF-3dS back
“They (two) went back.’

As hinted in the preceding paragraph, pre-
verbs are not all equally “productive”. They
range from those (like pina ‘back, returning’)
which are fully productive, forming predi-
cates whose semantics is entirely composi- -
tional, to those (like wurru-, the first two syl-
lables of the verb wurru-ka-nyi ‘stalk’, see (5)
above) which, though clearly preverbs mor-
phologically, are unique in their occurrence
(according to our records, at least) and ut-
terly obscure in their semantics.

3. Constituent Structure and
the Sentence

3.1. Discontinuous Constituents and
AUX Placement

The second-position placement of the auxil-
iary in Warlpiri offers certain clues to surface
constituent structure in the language. If we
can assume, as is usually done, that what pre-
cedes a second-position auxiliary (in the nor-
mal unmarked execution of a sentence) com-
prises a single constituent, then an argument
expression consisting of a noun and modifier
(e.g. determiner, genitive, attributive) forms
a single constituent, though it may consist of
more than one word:
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(11a) Kurdu yalumpu-rlu ka-jana
child that-ERG IMPF-3pNS
jiti-rod.
tease-NPST
“The child is teasing them.’

(11b) Maliki ngaju-nyangu-ku
dog  me-GEN-DAT
ka-rna-rla kuyu yi-nyi.
IMPF-15sS8-3sDAT meat give-NPST
‘T am giving meat to my dog.’

(11c) Maliki wiri-ngki-0-i
dog  big-ERG-PERF-1sNS
yarlku-rmu.
bite-PAST
‘A big dog bit me.’

The evidence afforded by the position of
the auxiliary here coincides with another type
of evidence. The case inflections in (11), being
marked once only, at the right-hand margins
of the nominal expressions, indicate thqt
these are single constituents. Where a Domi-
nal expression is discontinuous — a possi-
bility in Warlpiri — each of the separate sub-
constituents must be marked for case:

(12) Maliki-rli-0-ji yarlku-rnu
dog-ERG-PERF-1sNS bite-PAST
wiri-ngki.
big-ERG
‘A big dog bit me.’

The same evidence applies in the case of
infinitival expressions, as exemplified by the
first two words in (13). The infinitival verb
and its object, inflected by a complementi.zer
(appearing just once, at the right margin),
may precede the auxiliary:

(13) Marna nga-rninja-kurra ka-rna
grass eat-INF-OBJCOMP IMPF-1sS
wawirri nya-nyi.
kangaroo see-NPST
‘T see a kangaroo eating grass.’

Both the position of the infinitival expres-
sion and its inflection by a single comple-
mentizer indicate that it is a single constitu-
ent in the surface syntax of (13). Like nomi-
nal expressions, infinitivals too may be dis-
continuous, in which case the comple-
mentizer will appear not only on the verb but
on its object as well: %

(14) Marna-kurra ka-rna wawirri
grass-OBJCOMP IMPF-1sS kangaroo
nya-nyi  nga-rninja-kurra.
see-NPST eat-INF-OBJCOMP
‘I see a kangaroo eating grass.’
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Complex locative expressions, consisting
typically of a nominal in the locative case in
apposition with an inherently locative nomi.
nal, may also appear in pre-auxiliary position
and therefore, presumably, form syntactic:
constituents when they so occur, (cf. Haj
1981a, 1982a, Laughren 1989, Nash 1986)

(15) Pirli-ngka kankarlumparra
mountain-LOC over
ka ya-ni pintapinta.
IMPF go-NPST airplane _
‘The airplane is going over th
mountain.’

Sentence (16) would be grammatical with
wawirri as a topic, but it is unlikely that this
could save (17).

The dislocated phrase, or topic, does not
count in determining the surface positioning
of the auxiliary. Typically, the topic is
" marked by a characteristic falling-rising into-
. nation on the final two syllables, and it is
~pormally, but not inevitably, separated from
the comment by a pause (cf. Laughren 1984,
+ Swartz 1991).

Sentences of the type represented by (18)
are not true exceptions to the canonical posi-
ioning of the auxiliary, since the relevant do-
ain to which the second-position principle
pplies is just the comment portion of the
opicalization construction.
The evidence just adduced for the constitu-
nt structure of Warlpiri sentences in their
rface form indicates that this structure is
flat”, in the sense that the verb does not
orm a separate constituent with any of its
rguments. This is consistent not only with
¢ facts concerning the placement of the
rixiliary but also with the free word order,
xemplified in (5). This freedom is quite evi-
ently not at all constrained by any hierar-
-al organization uniting the verb with par-
cular ones of its arguments.
This is not to say, however, that there is
phrasal structure at all within the clause,
¢: nominal, locative, and infinitival ex-
sions do form constituents. The free con-
nt order observed within finite clauses
observed in nominal and locative ex-~
ons; their component words may be
y, ordered, although there are preferred
1s (cf. Swartz 1988, 1991). However, in
al expressions a case inflection apply-
:the whole must appear_on the final
d. The internal word order of infinitivals
l':e rigid — the object must directly pre-
de ‘the verb (unless the object is itself
with the complementizer). This prob-
ows from the fact that the comple-
must appear on the infinitival verb
t be final in the phrase.

3.2. Flat Structure

If it is true that what precedes the auxili
in the,above examples is a syntactic consti
ent, and if it is true that a sequence whii
cannot precede the auxiliary is not a consti
ent, but rather more than one, then it is:
dent that there is no surface constituent cor
responding to the verb phrase, as normall;
understood. The verb may precede the.a
iary, ~ even a complex verb including
verb may do so, as in (92) and (6¢). B
may not be accompanied there by -any:
complements. Thus, (16) is ungramma
(unless the first word is topicalised): .-

(16) *Wawirri nya-nyi ka-rna. .
kangaroo see-NPST IMPF-1sS
‘I see a kangaroo.’

Here the verb and its object, in;thg
-object-verb, jointly precede the auxilia;
order verb-object is equally ungrammy

(17) *Nya-nyi wawirri ka-rna.
see-NPST kangaroo IMPF-1s|
‘I see a kangaroo.’ K

The ill-formedness is presumably-du
the fact that the verb and its ‘obje¢ f.i;g
form a single subconstituent:
clause. o

There is an apparent exceptior
ciple that the auxiliary is in ‘sec
in surface structure. This is 't
Warlpiri topicalization construc
a constituent, a topic, is displag:ed 2
of the clause to which it
comiment:

(18) Wawirri nyampu, ngajul
kangaroo this, -ERG
0-rna pantu-rmu.
PERF-1sS spear-PAST:
“This kangaroo, I-speared i

e Auxiliary and Agreement

Ing morphemes which express mood,
d tense (which we call “verbal mor-
and morphemes which express
nt: (which we call “argumental mor-
)-The full AUX consists of an auxil-

PAUX has a flat template-like structure,
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iary base, comprising an obligatory ASPect
element optionally preceded by a sentential
COMPlementizer element; the auxiliary base
is followed by obligatory pronominal
AGReement clitics.

AUX is obligatory in finite verbal clauses
(although it may be phonologically null if
there is no COMP and ASP is PER Fective).
AUX is restricted in its occurrence in nomi-
nal-headed clauses: ASP is neutralised, and
only the COMP elements kula (NEGCOMP)
and kuja (FACTCOMP) can occur, while the
AGR pronominal clitics are optional. AUX
cannot appear in nonfinite clauses.

4.1. Verbal AUX Morphemes '

The sentential categories of tense, mood and
aspect are realized discontinuously in the sur-
face string of a Warlpiri sentence. The mean-
ings associated with the verbal inflectional
suffixes correspond to those traditionally in-
cluded in the tense and mood categories. For
any given clause, the choice of verbal AUX
morphemes and the choice of tense/mood
suffix on the verb are interdependent. Thus,
in a Warlpiri finite clause, tense-mood-aspec-
tual information is encoded through the in-
teraction of co-occurring members of each
category.

There is a perfective/imperfective contrast
expressed in Warlpiri by means of the T/ASP
AUX morpheme. The perfective aspect mor-
pheme is phonologically null, while the im-
perfective aspectual morpheme is realized as
-Ipa in conjunction with the past and irrealis
verb forms, and as ka with the nonpast verb
forms. The perfective-imperfective contrast
with -lpa is shown in (19).

(192) Wati-0-li ya-nu.
man-PERF-3pS go-PAST
‘The men left.”

(19b) Wati-lpa-lu ya-nu.
man-IMPF-3pS go-PAST
‘The men were leaving.’

The categories of sentential complementiz-
ers, which we refer to as COMP, are listed in
the Appendix. Some of these will be discussed
further in Section 8. There are complex com-
patibility constraints on the coexistence of
COMP and T/ASP morphemes and verbal
tense/mood suffixes, (cf. Hale 1973a, Laugh-
ren 1982, Nash 1986).

4.2. Agreemenf: Person-Number Clitics

The third category of morphemes which con-
stitute the AUX are the agreement (AGR)
pronominal clitics. These contain morphemes
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belonging to two subcategories: PERSON
and NUMBER. These categories are indi-
rectly related to the main predicator (verbal
or nominal) of a finite clause, in the sense
that they manifest features which identify the
direct arguments of the predicator, in addi-
tion to certain more peripheral arguments.

The person-number auxiliary clitics and
their interaction with the transitivity features
of the.clause are of considerable complexity
(cf. Hale 1973a, Laughren 1977, Nash 1986,
Hale/Laughren 1986, Simpson/Withgott
1986, Simpson 1991, Swartz 1982b, 1991).
There is one series of subject clitics, another
of non-subject clitics. Warlpiri person-
number clitics can be classified according to
whether, in their surface form, they are com-
posed of a portmanteau person-number mor-
pheme, or whether they consist of two dis-
tinct clitics — ome being the person mor-
pheme, the other, the number morpheme.
The clitics belonging to the latter set may ap-
pear discontinuously in the AUX template.

The presence of a subject clitic is obliga-
tory in the AUX except under some very spe-
cific conditions, which we will leave aside
here. The presence or absence of a non-sub-
ject clitic depends on a number of complex
factors (cf. Hale 1973a, Laughren 1977).
Which argument agrees with a subject clitic,
and which arguments agree with non-subject
clitics will be discussed in Section 5.

Normally, both subject and non-subject
clitics agree with the arguments of the verb
in both person and number. However, there
are certain exceptions. These include uses of
plural for singular referents and of third per-
son for second person referents, in “special
language” (auxiliary languages used in ad-
dressing or referring to certain sets of kin re-
lations). Another exception is found in a
comitative construction in which nominals
with dual or plural marking appear with sub-
ject clitics of all persons:

(20) Jakamarra-jarra-rlujarra ya-nu.
Jakamarra-DUAL-1deS go-PAST
‘Y went with Jakamarra.’

A third exception, observed by Stephen
Swartz in Lajamanu Warlpiri, is the appear-
ance of second person clitics in sentences
with presentational verbs and non-second
person subjects. He says that, typically, this
combination is used in narratives to an-
nounce a surprise development.

(21) Kala-npa nyina-nya marliyarra.
but-2sS  sit-PREST man
“There you go, the man’s sitting there!”

XXI. Syntaktische Skizzen 80. Warlpiri
The number portion of the clitic agrees

I tive argument, and the anaphor is th -
with the actual subject of the sentence: phor is the absolu

tive argument (represented only by the ana-
phoric clitic -npanu  ‘reflexive-reciprocal’

(22) Kala-npala nyina-nya

but-2dS  sit-PREST (REFL), occupying non-subject position
marliyarra-jarra. within the auxiliary, as in:
man-DUAL .
“There you go, the two men are sitti; : (24) Ngarrka-jarra-rlu ka-pala-nyanu
derr T E oD man-DUAL-ERG IMPF-3dS-REFL
paka-rni.
strike-NPST

5. Predicators, Argument Structures, ;
and Case Arrays

“The (two) men are striking themselves/
each other.’ :

This direction of binding, holding for all
erbs which exhibit the ERG-ABS case array,
‘never reversed. Hence an ergative argu-
ent can only be anaphorically bound “from
utside”; that is to say, an ergative argument
f:a nonfinite clause can only be bound by
an argument in a matrix clause in a “control
ti-qcture”, as in (13). In that sentence, the
Tgative argument, the eater, of the non-finite
b nga-rni-nja ‘eat’ is bound — i.e. “con-
lled” — by the object wawirri of the matrix
b nya-nyi. Thus, for ERG-ABS verbs, the
ative argument is the “prominent” argu-
nt. It is the ergative which may bind an-
er argument clause-internally in reflexive-
procal constructions; and it is the ergative
ch may be bound from outside, by a ma-
sargument. Neither of these properties
ds:of the absolutive in these verbs. Since
are both properties indicating sub-
ood, the ergative, therefore, is the

Predicates in Warlpiri may be headed
either of the two morphologically distin
categories, verbs or nominals (cf.
tion 2.1.). In either case this head, or predi
tort denotes an action, process, or state
volving one or more participants, comm
referred to as its arguments. The lexical ¢
of a given predicator defines its argumi
structure which, in turn, determines the;
tial syntactic structure of core argum
which it projects.

While the surface syntactic structur
Warlpiri sentence is evidently “flat”,
sense that there is no evidence for a
phrase at that level of syntactic represe]
tion (cf. 3.2.), it is nonetheless clear th
syntactic organization of a predicator’s
ments, as defined by its lexical ar;
structure, exhibits an asymmetry distin,
ing its subject from its complements, i
This asymmetry is revealed in the W
systems of anaphora, or binding. W
look at verbs with ergative subjects, an

at verbs with absolutive arguments. e facts of anaphoric binding and con-

g f.course, are in accord with the facts of

5.1. Verbs with Ergative Subjects ment. It is the ergative argument that

Consider, for example, the verb “of
below:

(23) Ngarrka-jarra-rlu ka-pala-jana
man-DUAL-ERG IMPF-3dS-3;
maliki-patu  paka-rni.
dog-PAUCAL strike-NPST
‘The (two) men are striking .(K
the dogs.’

This verb takes two core argume!
assigned ergative case (ERG), the o}
phonologically null absolutive case ABS]
The argument with ergative case: agt
the subject clitic -pala, while the:af
with absolutive case agrees with the: Tl
ject clitic -jana.

Where one of these arguments
cally binds the other, the binder i

o} ~c.}:n‘ly'for ERG-ABS verbs, but for all
h.’ose case arrays include an ergative,
tive is the subject. (25) exemplifies the
ical ERG-ABS-DAT verb yi-nyi
iz The ergative argument is represented

s with the subject clitic -pala. The
argument is represented by the
_(npt cross-referenced by a clitic),
dapve argument is represented by
Isubject REFL clitic -nyanu. The
nt tructure indicates that the erga-
nt s the subject, as does the bind-

ccording to which the ergative
ds the dative object:
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(25) Karnta-jarra-riu
woman-DUAL-ERG
ka-pala-nyanu miyi yi-nyi.
IMPF-3dS-REFL food give-NPST
‘The (two) women are giving each
other food.”

Agd, correspondingly, the verb in (26) ex-
emplifies the ERG-DAT array. The ergative
argument agrees with the subject clitic, and
the dative argument agrees with the non-sub-
ject clitic.

(26a) Kurdu-patu-rln
child-PAUCAL-ERG
ka-lu-ngalpa warri-roi -
IMPF-3pS-1piNS seek-NPST
ngalipa-ku
us-DAT
“The children are looking for us (plu-
ra} inclusive).’

(26b) Kurdu-patu-riu
child-PAUCAL-ERG
ka-lu-nyanu warri-rni.
IMPE-3pS-REFL seck-NPST
‘The children are looking for each
other.”

Although it is not a prominent feature of
Warlpiri, there exists a class of verbs whose
case array consists solely of an ERG argu-
ment. Typically, these are morphologically
complex verbs containing preverbs of clearly
nominal origin. The single argument of such
verbs, not surprisingly, exhibits the properties
of a subject, as illustrated by the agreement
pattern of (27) and by the binding (control)
relation of (28):

(27) Kurdu-jarra-rlu ~ ka-pala
child-DUAL-ERG IMPF-3dS
ngungkurru-pangi-rni.
snoring-dig-NPST
‘The (two) children are snoring.’

(28) Kurdu-jarra ka-rna-palangu
child-DUAL IMPF-1sS-3dNS
purda-nya-nyi
audio-see-NPST
ngungkurru-pangi-rninja-kurra.
snoring-dig-INF-OBJCOMP
‘I hear the (two) children snoring’.

;n (28), of course, the subject of the non-
finite verb ngungkurru-pangi-rninja may not
appear — it is bound, or controlled, and so
must be non-overt. It is without question an
ERG argument, however, as is clear from the
case marking which appears on the overt
subject kurdu-jarra-rlu in the corresponding
finite clause (27).
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5.2. Verbs with Absolutive Subjects

Not all verbs have an ergative argument in
their case array, as is evident from examples
in Section 2. Where there is no ergative, the
absolutive assumes the subject function. This
fact is illustrated in (1) above, where the verb
wangka-mi ‘speak’ appears in its monadic
use, representing the simple ABS array. The
.ABS-DAT array is exemplified by (5) above,
and also in (29), where wangka-mi appears in
a dyadic use. In both (5) and (29), the abso-
lute argument agrees with the subject clitic
and the dative argument agrees with the non-
subject clitic:

(29) Ngaju ka-rna-ngku wangka-mi
I IMPF-1sS-2sNS speak-NPST
nyuntu-ku.
you-DAT
‘I am speaking to you.’

The dative argument may be bound by the
absolutive subject in a reflexive/reciprocal
construction:

(30) Wangka-mi ka-lu-nyanu
speak-NPST IMPF-3pS-REFL
wati-patu.
man-PAUCAL
“The men are talking to each other.’

Similarly, the absolutive subject of a non-
finite verb may be controlled by an argument
of the ‘matrix verb, as illustrated in @) in
which the dative argument of the higher verb
controls the absolutive subject of nyina-nja-
kurra. i

(31) Wangka-mi ka-rna-rla
speak-NPST IMPF-1sS-3sDAT
wati-ki  nyina-nja-kurra(-ku).
man-DAT sit-INF-OBJCOMP(-DAT)
‘T am talking to the man while (he’s)
sitting.’

The sentences so far exhaustively exem-
plify the assignments of grammatical case
categories to the subject and object functions.
The subject is assigned the ergative case, if
there is one (i.e. if the verb has an ergative
in its case array); otherwise, the subject is as-
signed the absolutive. The object is assigned
the dative, if there is one, otherwise the abso-
lutive. In a triadic case array, a$ in 25),
therefore, the absolutive is assigned to an ar-
gument which bears neither the subject nor
the object function (cf. Swartz 1982b).

That the dative argument is the grarmmati-
cal object in such structures can be shown, in

. a second dative clitic is used
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part. Thus, in (7) above, the dative argument, (34a) Ngarrka-ngku ka marlu

not the absolutive, is cross-referenced by man-ERG IMPF kangaroo
non-subject agreement morphology in the luwa-rni.
auxiliary. The objecthood of the dative argu- shoot-NPST

ment is shown also by control of infinitivalg
in -kurra ‘OBICOMP’ clauses (cf. Carrier
1976, Hale 1982a, 1983, Simpson/Bresnap:
1983). The subjects of these infinitivals are
controlled by a matrix object. In (31) and
(32) it is the dative argument which controls
the infinitival subject. :

‘The man is shooting the kangaroo.’
(34b) Ngarrka-ngku ka-rla-jinta
man-ERG IMPF-3sDAT-3sDAT
marlu-ku luwa-rni.
kangaroo-DAT shoot-NPST
‘The man is shooting at the kangaroo.’

Again, both the dative and the absolutive
argument can control the infinitival subject

(32) Kurdu-jarra-ku ka—ma—paléngu
f OBJCOMP clauses.

child-DUAL-DAT IMPF-1sS-3dN§.

miyi yi-nyi i .

food give-NPST 4. Adjunct Datives

qyina—nja-kurra(—ku). n preceding sections, we have seen the suf-
sit-INF-OBJCOMP(-DAT) ix -u used as a dative marking a core argu-

ent of the verb. We turn now to other uses

f this suffix in which its status as a dative
bject argument marker is more question-
ble. (35) illustrates some such uses:

4 am giving food to the (two) childres
(while they are) sitting.’ ;

5.3. Alternations in Semantic Role and C

Some verb classes show an alternation

tween a dative object and an absolutive 5a) Yapa Lalu mulu-ya-ni

Person IMPF-3pS all-go-NPST

Ject involving a change of meaning. Thes miyi-ki.

clude perception verbs, and verbs of food-PURP

and concussion (cf. Guerssel/Hale/Lan 4 “The people are all going for food.’
et al. 1985, Hale 1982b, Hale/Laughren ) ... Purra-nja-rla (ngaka)
Laughren 1988b, Swartz 1982b, Simp cook-INF-PRECCOMP (later)
1991). : kala rdipi-ja

That both the dative and the absolut
guments act as objects is shown by th
that they control the infinitival subject
OBJCOMP clause: .

(332) Janganpa-rna paka-rnu
possum-1sS  chop-PAST |
ngajulu-rlu nguna-nja-kurra
I-ERG lie-INF-OBJCOMP
T chopped out a possum whil
sleeping — and I got the pos

(33b) Janganpa-ku-rna-rla
possum-DAT-15S-3sDAT chq

PASTCOMP set.off-PAST
wirrkardu-ku-warnu
several-FREQ-ASSOC
ngurra-ku-warnu.
camp-FREQ-ASSOC

‘Having cooked it, he set off again af-
ter several days.’

* Ngarrka-ngku ka-rla

‘" man-ERG IMPF-3sDAT
kurdu-ku  karli Jjarnti-rni.
child-DAT boomerang trim-NPST
‘The man is trimming the boomerang
onaccount of the child.’

ngajulu-rlu

I-ERG either (35a) nor (35b) does the adjunct
nguna-nja-kurra(-ku). Witk a non-subject clitic in the AUX,
lie-INF-OBJCOMP(-DAT) 1), the nominal marked with this suffix

es the purpose of the action, and is
PURP, while (35b) shows the -ku suf-
ting the frequency of an action.
f ku, glossed as FREQ (Frequenta-
ers from the dative, and from the
osive uses, in that it may be fol-
further case-marking).

) the suffix -k indicates for whose
e action is performed. The person
ber of this participant agree with the

‘I chopped for a possum while
sleeping — and I didn’t neces!
the possum.’ L

A special case of the alternation.
of impact and concussion is- th ;
or “attempted action” altern ot

addition to the clitic that cross-r
dative object:
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non-subject clitic in the AUX. This is a dative
case use of the suffix -ku — to denote a par-
ticipant which, in some unspecified way, is af-
fected by the action or event denoted by the
verb, or provides the cause or purpose of that
action or event. The dative is not a direct ar-
gument of the verb, but rather an adjoined
argument, the so-called ‘adjunct dative’.
Agreement with a non-subject clitic in the
AUX may be interpreted as foregrounding
the participant concerned. ’

The adjunct dative may be expressed as a
reflexive bound by the subject, as in (36) in
which the dative benefactive ‘themselves’ is
expressed by a reflexive pronominal clitic
-nyanu bound to the subject wati-patu-riu and
the subject pronominal clitic -u;

(36) Wari; -patu-rlu-Ipa- urnyanu;
man-PAUCAL-ERG-IMPF-3pS-REFL
warlu yarrpu-rnu.
fire ~ light-PAST :
‘The men were lighting themselves a
fire.’

Intransitive verbs (and sometimes even
transitive verbs) may go a step further, and
permit the dative participant to act as the ob-
ject. A verb such as ngarlarrimi ‘laugh’ is
essentially an intransitive verb. However, in
(37) it appears with a dative participant,
which agrees with the dative non-subject
clitic in the AUX. That this dative is an ob-
ject is shown by the fact that it can control
an OBJCOMP -kurra clause:

(37) Kurdu ka-rla yinka
child IMPF-3sDAT laughing
ngarlarri-mi
smile-NPST
wangka-nja-kurra-ku.
talk-INF-OBJCOMP-DAT
‘The child is laughing at the one
talking.’

Agreement with the AUX allows the argu-
ment marked with -ku to be foregrounded,
and raised to the status of object.

However the dative participant may act as
the controller of a -rlarni OBVCOMP or
“pure obviative complementizer” clause, as
in (38), even though such clauses cannot be
controlled by objects (absolutive or dative) in
the matrix clause. .

(38) Kurdu-ngku ka-(rla) jarntu
child-ERG IMPF-(3sDAT) dog
warru-wajili-pi-nyi  karnta-ku,
around-chase-NPST woman-DAT,
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miyi purra-nja-rlarni(-ki)

food cook-INF-OBVCOMP(-DAT)
“The child is chasing the woman’s dog
around while she is cooking food.”

Control of the OBVCOMP is independent
of whether or not the participant marked
with -ku is foregrounded and agrees with the
AUX, as the optionality of the third person
singular dative non-subject clitic -rlg in (3%
shows. :

Thus there are three main uses of the suf-
fix -ku: as adjuncts with no AUX agreement
(the FREQ or PURP uses), as adjunct da-
tives with AUX agreement and control of
OBVCOMP clauses, and as objects with
AUX agreement and control of OBJCOMP
clauses. :

The relation of the dative participant to
the action or event may be made more spe-
cific by combining the verb with one of a set
of preverbs that add dative participants:
Jirrganja, yirrkirnpa ‘with (dependenty’,
Jurnta ‘away from, removal from’, kaji, ngayi
‘for, on behalf of’, marlaja, marlangka ‘be-
cause of, associated with’, pikif, 'piki) ‘in dan-
ger of’. The meanings given to the preverbs
further specify the relation between the da.
tive participant and the action or event de-
noted by the verb. Thus, in (39) the action is
“cutting the boomerang”, the dative partici-
pant is “the little child”, and the preverb kaqji-
indicates that the relation between the child
and the boomerang-cutting is benefactive:

(39) Ngarrka-ngku ka-rla kurdu
man-ERG IMPF-3sDAT child -
wita-ku karli
small-DAT boomerang-ABS
kaji-jarnti-rni.
benef-trim-NPST
‘The man is trimming the boomerang
for the little child.’

See Craig/Hale (1988), Hale (1982b), Nash
(1982, 1986b), Swartz (1982b), Simpson
(1991). i

6. Anaphora

In Warlpiri, the pronominal features of per-
son and number are expressed by two distinct
syntactic categories: bound pronominal clit-
ics realized in AUX, and optional free pro-
nouns. The reciprocal-reflexive non-subject
clitic -nyanu is always coreferent with the
subject of the finite verb in the same clause

- the reflexive anaphor -nyanu and hence wij
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as itself. The anaphor can never be bound by
an element bearing a non-subject grammag;
cal function.

6.1. Disjoint Pronominal Reference and
Pronominal Coreference

as the argument of a verb, bearing
set of grammatical functions and case-mark
ing, its distribution is restricted by relatio
of possible or impossible coreference betweer
a pronoun and another argument in 1
same clause. o
A free pronoun such as the third perso
pronoun nyanungu cannot be coreferent

i

the subject of a sentence in which ~nyani

(40a) Jakamarra; -tlu ka-nyanu;
Jakamarra-ERG IMPF-REFTL, .
(*nyanungu.,-,.«j) paka-rni.
PRONOUN ~ hit-NPST :
Jakamarra is hitting himself (*hifh

(40b) Jakamarra;-rlu ka  nyanim;
Jakamarra-ERG IMPF PRON
paka-rni. N
hit-NPST
‘Jakamarra is hitting him.*

(40c) Jakamarra; -rlu ka-nyanu,
Jakamarra-ERG IMPF-REF
(*nyanungu*,-,,j)-ku kuyu yi
PRON-DAT iv

(40d) Wati-patu-rlu
man-PAUCAL-ERG
ka-lv;-nyanu;
IMPF-3pS-REFL
warri-rni (*nyanungu:
search-NPST PRON-PL.-
“*The men are looking fo;
(*them,-,j).’

The constraint which preven
noun from bearing the absolutii
object function in (38)~(40) doe
when it bears a dative adjunct
is coustrued with the anaplior -7y
shown in (41): -

(41a) Jakamarra, -riu
Jakamarra-ERG
ka-nyanu,-rla -
IMPF-REFL-3sDAT sé
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kuyu-ku  nyanungu-ku.

meat-DAT PRON-DAT

‘Jakamarra is looking for his meat.’
OR ‘Jakamarra is looking for meat
for himself.’

(41b) Jakamarra, -rlu ka-nyanuys; warlu
Jakamarra-ERG IMPF-REFL fire
yarrpi-mi  nyanungus-ku,
light-NPST PRON-DAT
‘Jakamarra is lighting himself a fire.’

A dative pronoun construed with the ana-
phor -nyanu bearing the object grammatical
function may be realized in a sentence con-
taining a verb which takes an absolutive sub-
ct and a dative object, as shown in (42):

2a) Nyamunguys;-ku ka-nmyanug.,
PRON-DAT IMPF-REFL
Jakamarra; yulka-mi/wangka-mi.
Jakamarra love/talk-NPST
‘Jakamarra loves himself/talks to
himself.’

Jakamarra; ka-nyanu;

Jakamarra IMPF-REFL
yulka-mi/wangka-mi.

love/talk-NPST

‘Jakamarra loves himself/talks to
himself.’

Jakamarra; ka-rla.;;

-Jakamarra IMPF-3sDAT
nyanunguwy;«-ku yulka-mi.
PRON-DAT love-NPST.
‘Jakamarra loves him/her.’

et Farmer/Hale/Tsujimura (1986), Laughren
([1985b, 1988a), Simpson (1991).
0 non-pronominal nominal expression
e construed directly with the anaphor -
u, ‘which would imply binding of that
al by the verb’s subject. However, indi-
construal is possible — a nominal which
“dicated of the argument or adjunct ex-
c3sed* by the anaphor -nyanu may be
Ertlyiexpressed as shown in (43). In (2) the
niinal furru ‘head’ is predicated of the
pressed by -nyanu (see Hale 1981b,
en 1992, for a detailed study of part-
Syiitax in Warlpiri). In (b) the ABS no-
rrumurry ‘pain’ is predicated of the

¢) the ABS nominal wati ‘man’ is
A1ed of the non-subject argument asso-
with -nyany.

t; - ngki—nyaﬁu,-,*j paka-rnu jurru,
ERG-REFL ~ hit-PAST head
man hit himself (on) the head.’

associated with the anaphor -ny-
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(43b) Karnta,—ngku-nyanu,-,—,— purdanya-ngu
woman-ERG-REFL ~ feel-PAST
MUFTUMUrTu.
pain
‘The woman felt herself (to be) in
pain.’

(43c) Wati-Iki-li-nyanu  nya-ngu
man-CS-3pS-REFL see-PAST
kurdu-warnu-rlu.
child-ASSOC-ERG
‘The young people saw each other (to
be) men then.’

7. Complex Clauses

7.1. Sentential Complements

In Warlpiri, very few verbs select events as
arguments, and thus few allow sentential
complements. The main semantic classes ap-
pear to be verbs of ordering, telling, enlisting,
and verbs meaning “fail”, or “cause to fail”,
as in (44). Selected sentential complements
must be non-finite, and may generally be re-
placed by a nominal bearing the same com-
plementizer, as in (c).

(44a) Walya kiji-rninja-ku ka-rna
earth throw-INF-PURP IMPF-1sS
kapakapa-jarti-mi (ngaju).
fail-INCH-NPST
‘T am failing to throw out the dirt.’

(44b) Nyuntulu-rlu ka-npa-ju
you-ERG IMPF-25S-1sNS
kapakapa-ma-ni walya
fail-CAUS-NPST ground
kiji-rninja-ku.
throw-INF-PURP
“You are preventing me from (succeed-
ing in) throwing out the dirt.’

(44c) Ngaju ka-rna jaru-ku
TIMPF-1sS language-DAT
kapakapa-jarri-mi.
fail-INCH-NPST
‘I fail at, make mistakes in language.’

What the subject of the non-finite clause
will be is predictable — if the matrix verb has
one argument, as in (a), that argument will
control the subject of the non-finite clause.
But if the matrix verb has two arguments, as
in (b), the object argument will control the
subject of the non-finite clause (cf. Hale
1982b, Nash 1986, Simpson 1983).

7.2. Infinitive and Nominal Secondary
Predicates

Secondary predicates, as opposed to the pri-

mary verbal or nominal predicate of a finite

clause, have no independent tense, mood, as-
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pect or overtly realized pronominal clitics as-
sociated with them. A secondary predicate
consists of a nominal or infinitive verb to
which a complementizer case and/or nominal
case is suffixed. Non-subject arguments of the
nominal or infinitive, as well as various ad-
juncts and modifiers, may also be expressed.
There are basically two classes of second-
ary predicate: eventive and stative. Eventive
predicates are headed by a complementizer
case which indicates the temporal relation of
the event denoted by the secondary predicate
to the event or process denoted by the pri-
mary (or finite) predicate. The eventive inter-
pretation is attributable to the comple-
mentizer case, since a referential nominal
bearing one of these cases will be interpreted
as referring to some event involving the refer-
ent of the subject of the secondary predicate
and the referent of the nominal expression.

In (45), stative and eventive secondary .

predicates are compared. In (a) the ABS
case-marked nominal nyurnu ‘sick’ is a sta-
tive predicate. Its subject is karnta “woman’
which is the ABS case-marked object of the
verb. In (b) nyurnu is interpreted as part of
an eventive predicate headed by the. object
complementizer case -kurra, meaning some-
thing like ‘involved with the sick one’. The
subject of this eventive secondary predicate is
coreferent with karnta, the ABS case-marked
object of the finite verb.

(45a) Wati-ngki karnta nya-ngu
man-ERG woman see-PAST
nyurnu.
sick
‘The man saw the woman (was) sick.’

(45b) Wati-ngki karnta nya-ngu
man-ERG woman see-PAST
nyurnu-kurra.
sick-OBJCOMP
‘The man saw the woman involved
with the sick one.’

See Hale (1982b), Nash (1986), Simpson
(1983), Laughren (1992).

7.3. Eventive Predicates

Eventive predicates may be further classified
according to their time-reference; whether
they denote an event taking place at the same
time as the event dehoted by the main clause,
or preceding it, or subsequent to it.

7.3.1 Simultaneous Event

Warlpiri has three complementizer cases
which indicate that the event denoted by the
secondary predicate occurs at the same time
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as the event denoted by the main verb. These
are illustrated below. In addition to their
temporal content, each of these comple-
mentizer cases specifies how the understood
subject of the secondary predicate is to be in-
terpreted.

(46a) Wati-ngki marlu nya-ngu,
man-ERG kangaroo see-PAST
nguna-nja-kurra.
lie-INF-OBJCOMP
“The man saw the kangaroo while it
was lying down.’

(46b) Wati-ngki marlu nya-ngu
man-ERG kangaroo see-PAST
parnka-nja-karra-rlu.
run-INF-SUBJCOMP-ERG
‘The man saw the kangaroo while h
was running.’

(46c) Wati-rla jurnta-ya-nu
man-3sDAT away-go-PAST
karnta-ku
woman-DAT
jarda-nguna-nja-rlarni.
sleep-lie-INF-OBVCOMP
‘The man went away from the wor
while she was sleeping.’

(46d) Kurdu-lu pu-ngu
child-3pS hit-PAST
ngati-nyanu-ku wirlinyi-rlarni.
mother-his-DAT daytrip- OBVCO] \
‘They hit the child while its mot
was out hunting.’

In (a) the secondary predicate consi!
the infinitive form of the verb nguna
the complementizer case -kurra which’
cates that the understood subject of thi
itive verb is obligatorily coreferent
object marlu of the finite verb nya-ngu
the secondary predicate is made up.of;the
finitive form of the verb parnka-mi;]
complementizer case -karra which.
that the understood subject of the
is coreferent with the subject, wa
the finite verb. This relationship
marked by the presence of the erga
ending -rlu on the secondary predi¢
the secondary predicate jarde-n
rlarni contains the complementize:
arni which indicates that the unds
ject of the compound verb jarda-n;
coreferent with the dative caS
karnta-ku. Karnta-ku is peither the/sub
nor the object of the finite verb,
dative adjunct (see Section 5.4.

Whereas the subject of a2 nomin:
tival predicate headed by either
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or SUBJCOMP cannot be overtly expressed
and is obligatorily interpreted as being core-
ferent with, or controlled by, the object or
subject of the finite verb, the subject of a
predicate headed by the OBVCOMP -rlarni
may be overtly expressed by a dative noun
phrase as in (d). In this case we may consider
the combination of dative noun phrase plus
-rlarni headed predicate and its non-subject
‘arguments to be adjoined to the clause
‘headed by the main finite verb.

3.2. Preceding Events
7a) Wati-ngki kuyu

man-ERG meat

purra-nja-rla nga-rau.
cook-INF-PRECCOMP eat-PAST
“The man cooked the meat and ate it./
The man, having cooked the meat,
ate it.’

Wati-ngki kapu kuyu
man-ERG FUTCOMP meat
purra-nja-rla nga-lku.

cook-INF-PRECCOMP eat-FUT
‘The man will cook the meat and eat
it.?

ther translations are possible).

Tn (47) the secondary predicate consists of
infinitive form of the verb purra-mi, its
ect kuyu and the complementizer case -rla,
ophonous with the LOC[ative] case suf-
This suffix indicates that the event of
ookmg precedes the event of eating denoted
the;ﬁmte forms of the verb nga-rni ‘eat’ —
the past tense in (a) and the immediate fu-
¢ tense in (b). The understood subject of

ECCOMP is typically coreferent with
bject of the finite verb.

ubsequent Events
Vati-ngki-nyanu jurnarrpa
lan-ERG-REFL belongings
wurna

et-PAST travel
a-ninja-kungarnti-rli.
0-INF-PREPCOMP-ERG

e man plcked up his things before

wirlinyi kuyu
g0-PAST daytrip game

‘warrka-rnu - maarnta-rla
limb-PAST bus-LOC

E. -SEQCOMP
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‘The man climbed into the bus ready
to go.’

(The SEQCOMP, as in (c) is homophonous
with the OBJCOMP, but differs from it in
time-reference, and in what may be the con-
troller of the subject of the non-finite clause).

Each of the complementizer cases in (48)
signals that the event denoted by the infini-
tive verb or nominal to which it is suffixed
follows, or is dependent on, the event de-
noted by the finite verb.

Another complementizer case which refers
to a subsequent event is the evitative or nega-
tive purposive (NEGPURP) comple-
mentizer -kujaku illustrated in (49). This
complementizer sometimes allows the object
of the nonfinite clause to be construed with
an argument of the main clause. There is no
obligatory control of the subject of the non-
finite clause.

(49a) Kulpari-ya-nu-rna kulu-kujaku
back-go-PAST-1sS fight-NEGPURP
‘I turned back to avoid involvement in
the fight.”

(49b) Yantarli nyina-ya kurlarda-kujaku
home stay-IMP spear-NEGPURP
panti-rninja-kujaku.
pierce-INF-NEGPURP
‘Stay put so not to get speared.” OR
‘Stay put so as not to spear someone/
something.’

(49¢) Yampi-ya nyurnu-kujakn.
leave-IMP sick-NEGPURP
‘Leave it alone lest (you) get sick.” OR
‘Leave him alone lest (he) get sick.
(and so on)

This NEGPURP complementizer may also
occasionally be used on finite verb forms, as
in (50):

(50) Jinta-wangu ya-nta,
one-PRIV  go-IMP
kalaka-ngku
POTCOMP-2sNS
jarnpa-ngku
kurdaitcha-ERG
paka-mi-kijaku.
hit-NPST-NEGPURP
‘Don’t go alone lest a kurdaitcha man
might attack you.’

7.3.4. Objects of Infinitive Verbs

‘Whereas a finite verb combines with AUX in
such a way that certain of its arguments are
expressed by means of person-number clitics
with which a case-marked nominal expres-
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sion may be construed, an infinitive verb
does not combine with an independent AUX,
falling as it does under the scope of the tense,
mood and aspect morphemes associated with
AUX and the related finite verb in the clause.
The arguments of the infinitival verb may be
realised as nominal expressions, apart from
the subject argument of an infinitive to which
is suffixed one of the complementizer cases
that requires obligatory control of the sub-
ject, as in (46).

The dative case argument of a verb, finite
or nonfinite, may always be expressed by a
dative case-marked nominal expression. The
object argument of an infinitive which would
be expressed by an absolutive case-marked
nominal expression of the corresponding fi-
nite verb, cannot be thus expressed, since ab-
solutive case fails to be assigned to the object
of an infinitive verb. Rather it falls within the
scope of the complementizer case which
marks the infinitive. However, when the ob-
Jject nominal immediately precedes the infini-
tive, overt complementizer case-marking on
the nominal is not obligatory (giving the ap-
pearance of an absolutive object), and the no-
minal and infinitive verb form a single pho-
nological phrase, as in (48b). When the object
nominal occupies another position in the
clause, it too is overtly marked by the com-
plementizer case ending (cf. Hale 1982b,
Laughren 1989). Compare (51) with the sen-
tences in (48). Not only does the object nomi-
nal fall within the scope of the comple-
mentizer case, but so does a modifying nomi-
nal which has semantic scope over the infini-
tive and its arguments.

(512) Wati-ngki-nyanu Jjurnarrpa
man-ERG-REFL belongings
ma-nu, ya-ninja-kungarnti-rli
8et-PAST go-INF-PREPCOMP-ERG
wurna-kungarnti-rli.
travel-PREPCOMP-ERG
‘The man picked up his things before
going on a trip.

(51b) Kuyu-kn wati ya-nu
game-PURPCOMP man go-PAST
wirlinyi pi-nja-ku.
daytrip kill-INF-PURPCOMP
“The man went hunting to kill game.’

Arguments of an eventive secondary predi-
cate need not be overtly expressed in Warlp-
iri. Occasionally, as shown in (52), none of
the arguments of the infinitive verb yi-nja
‘give-INF’ are overtly expressed:

XXI. Syntaktische Skizzen 80. Warlpiri
7.3.6 Secondary Predicates and
Semantic Cases

- Warlpiri has a number of semantic cases
which fall into two classes: derivational and
non-derivational (see Appendix and also
Hale 1982b, Nash 1986, Simpson 1983).
These cases are suffixed to nominal expres-
sions. The resulting compound expression is
predicated of some element in the sentence,
which acts as the “subject” of the expression,
as in (54). A semantic case can be suffixed to
a nominal plus derivational case compound.
A grammatical case, dative or ergative, can
be further suffixed to-a semantic case-headed
predicate, thus indicating the argument of
which it is predicated.

(52) Wangka-ja-rna-rla
say-PAST-1sS-3sDAT
yi-nja-ku.

7.3.5. Stative Secondary Predicates

A stative secondary predicate typically attrj
butes some quality to its “subject” (which
may be a nominal expression or a prono:

“subject”.

(53a) Mata ka karnta nyina-mi
tired IMPF woman sit-NPST
' wapa-nja-warnu.
walk-INF-ASSOC
‘The woman is sitting tired frg
walking,’ ’
(53b) Nyampu ka-rna nga-roi
this IMPF-1sS eat-NPST
wanka, warlu-ngku purra-nja-wangu
raw fire-ERG cook-INF-PRIV:
‘I am eating this raw without it hav
been cooked by fire.”
(53¢) Kuyu nga-rnu  kurdu-ngkn
meat ¢at-PAST child-ERG
purra-nja-warnu,  yarnunjuku
€00k-INF-ASSOC hungry-ERG:
“The child ate the cooked meat
hungry.’ .
In (2) the ABS nominal predicate
predicated of the absolutive case:
karnta, the subject of the sentence Thi
tive expression wapa-nja-warnu is
cated of the woman. The ASSOCfiatis
transforms an eventive predicate intg
tive one, i.e. the state which resul
volvement in the activity, process'o
noted by the verb. The PRIVIatiti
-wangu can also transform an eve
cate into a stative one as in (b)
unusual example, showing erga
warlu-nglku in the non-finite clauis
with the understood ergative subje
nja-wangu). In (c) we have two
ondary predicates, purra-nja-wirr
cated of the absolutive object kupu:
nunjuku-rly is predicated of the
Ject kurdu-ngku. The relationst
“subject” and secondary predicat
indicated in each case by the case:
the predicate. This case-markin;
to that on the nominal unde
“subject” of this secondary pre

a) Karnta-lpa  nyinaja walya-ngka.
woman-IMPF sit-PAST ground-LOC
‘The woman was sitting on the
.. ground.’

b). Karnta ya-nu-rnu

. woman go-PAST-HITHER
kuyu-kurlu kartaku-rla-kurhu.
meat-PROP can-LOC-PROP

. “The woman came with meat in a bil-
5. lycan.’

54c). - Karnta-kari  paka-rnu

woman-other hit-PAST
watiya-kurlu-rlu

stick-PROP-ERG

- Yorntumu-wardingki-rli,

" Yuendumu-DENIZ-ERG

: kulu-parnta-rlu,
anger-PROP-ERG
ama-jangka-rlu.
grog-SOURCE-ERG

The one from Yuendumu, in anger,
drunk, hit another woman with a
tick.”

kamarra-kurlangu-wana-lpa
dkamarra-POSS-PERL-IMPF
lguna-ja maliki, ngurra-wana.
ie-PAST dog  home-PERL

e dog was lying around Jakamar-
 home.”

i

se- examples show, semantic-case-
redicates too may receive case in
with the nominal of which they
ted. See Laughren (1992).

ptive
o inchoative suffixes, illustrated
ich are suffixed to predicative no-
Tm.a resultative secondary predi-
. -karda “TRANS[lative]’ and
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-kurra ‘RESULTYative]’. They refer to a state
which is achieved or arfived at, that is dif-
ferent from the implicit or explicit original
state. While the predicate formed with -karda
is freely used and may take any argument or
adjunct in the same clause as its “subject”,
the predicate formed with -kurra is very re-
stricted in its application. It may only be
predicated of the absolutive object of an im-
pact verb. Only a few predicative nominals
have been found with the resultative suffix,
namely nyurnu ‘sick, dead’, yalyu ‘blood’ and
tarnnga ‘long time, forever’.

(55a) Wanta-kurra ka-rnalu
sun-ALL IMPF-1peS
kurdiji yirra-rni  linji-karda.
shield put-NPST dry-TRANS
‘We put the shield in the sun to (be-
come) dry.’

(55b) Yapa ka-rnalu-jana japi-rni
people IMPF-1peS-3pNS ask-NPST
pina-karda.
knowing-TRANS
‘We ask people so as to know.’

(55¢) Yapa-lu-jana paka-rnu
person-3pS-3pNS hit-PAST
nyurnu-kurra tarnnga-kurra.
dead-RESULT forever-RESULT
‘They hit the people to death.’

8. Sentential Adjuncts

Finite tensed clauses apparently never appear
as corplements in Warlpiri. However, they
are used in a very common construction, the
adjoined relative clause, illustrated in (56):

(56) Ngajulu-rlu-rna yankirri pantu-rnu,
I-ERG-1sS emu spear-PAST,
kuja-lpa
FACTCOMP-IMPF
ngapa nga-rnu.
water consume-PAST
‘I speared the emu which was/ while it
was drinking water.’

Morphologically, adjoined relative clauses
are marked by the presence in the AUX of
one of a set of complementizer (COMP) mor-
phemes, such as kyja above. The others in-
clude the factive ngula (FACTCOMP), the
nonfactive kaji (NFACTCOMP), and the re-
lational yungu and its allomorphs (REL-
COMP).

Syntactically, these clauses are dependent
on the main clause, and peripheral to it. They
are never embedded in the main clause, and
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they are usually separated from it by a pause.
They may be preposed to the main clause,
which may start with the anaphorical element
ngula, as in (57). There may even be multiple
subordinations, as in (58). '

(57) Yankirri-tli kuja-lpa
emu-ERG FACTCOMP-IMPF
ngapa nga-rnu,
water consume-PAST,
ngula-rna pantu-rnu
FACTCOMP-1sS spear-PAST
ngajulu-rlu.
I-ERG

‘The emu which was drinking water, .

that one I speared.” OR ‘While the emu
was drinking water, then I speared it.’

(58) Karli-ji ma-ninji-nta
boomerang-1sNS get-go-IMP
yali, ngula-ka

that.yonder, FACTCOMP-IMPF
marda-mi  yapa-kari-tli

hold-NPST person-OTHER-ERG
ngula-ka ngurra
FACTCOMP-IMPF camp
ngalipa-nyangu-rla nyina.
us-GEN-LOC sit-NPST

‘Go get me that boomerang that that
other person who lives in our camp
has.’

Semantically, as the translations show, ad-
joined relative clauses are open to different
interpretations, which have been the subject
of some investigation (cf. Hale 1976; Larson
1983). Roughly speaking, there are two main
classes of interpretation. The first is the “NP-
Relative” interpretation, in which the ad-
joined clause modified an argument of the
main clause, and is often translated as a rela-
tive clause in English.

The second is the “T-Relative” interpreta-
tion, a term derived from the use of adjoined
relative clauses to specify the time of the
main clause, or to describe an event holding
at the same time as the main clause. How-
ever, it has been extended to cover the use of
adjoined relative clauses for comments,
which may be linked by any reasonable con-
nection to the main clause. As well as time,
these include comments on place, cause, pur-
pose, reason, “enabling cause”y contrastive
parallels, conditionals and so on. They are
often translated imto English by clauses
headed by conjunctions such as when, where,
while, if, whereas, because and so on.

Many sentences may have both NP-rela-
tive and T-relative readings, and only context
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(cf. Farmer/Hale/Tsujimura 1986), assuming
“ that they are valid, suggest that no movement
is involved in the formation of content ques-
tions:.

(61) Ngana ka nyanungu-nyangu
" Who IMPF he-POSS -
maliki-rli wajili-pi-nyi?
dog-ERG chase-NPST

‘Who is his dog chasing?

will disambiguate them. However, the choice
of complementizer, the time references of
both the main clause and the adjoined clause;
and the presence of coreferent noun phrases
in both the main and the adjoined clause are
factors in determining what reading is given.
An example of a T-relative reading is given
in (59): :

Factive, no shared argument, same tim;
reference, T-relative

(59) Ngajulu-rlu-lpa-rna karli
I-ERG-IMPF-1sS  boomerang
jamtu-rou, kuja-npa
" trim-PAST, FACTCOMP-2sS
ya-nu-rnu nyuntu.
go-PAST-HITHER you
T was trimming a boomerang when
came up.’

The Warlpiri sentence here, unlike the Eng-
sh given in translation, can receive an inter-
retation according to which the question
ord binds the possessive pronoun. The
arlpiri sentence can have the meanings as-
ociated with the English passive counter-
art: “‘Who is being chased by his dog? This
iould follow if the Warlpiri question word
ere not involved in an operator-variable re-
tionship with a trace in object position re-
ulting from syntactic movement. The Eng-
sh of the translation, of course, involves
smovement and the pronoun may not, there-
ore, function as a bound variable without vi-
g the restriction against weak cross-

There appears to be no difference in
haviour between coreferential noun phr:
in clauses with NP-relative interpretatic
and those in clauses with T-relative in
pretations. Both are represented by prono
nal clitics, if they bear the right grammat
functions. In terms of pronominalisati
usually the second of the two (whethe
happens to be in the main clause or th
joined clause) undergoes pronominalisati|
but pronominalisation is not essential.

elativization in Warlpiri also fails to give
ence of syntactic movement. When the
tive clause is in protasis position, the in-
al head of the relative may appear in ini-

9. Operators and Logical Form

In content questions the imterrogati
ment normally appears in initial po§
preceding the auxiliary; in that positi
sumably, it has scope over the remain
the sentence:

factive complementizer
future

negative complementizer
nonfactive complementizer
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tial position within its clause, as in (62) and
(63). But, again, this position is simply avail-
able by virtue of the word order characteris-
tics of Warlpiri generally.

(62) Karli-ngki
boomerang-ERG
kuja-npa yankirri
FACTCOMP-2sS emu
luwa-rnu,  ngulaju rdilyki-ya-nu.
shoot-PAST that  broken-go-PAST
“The boomerang you hit the emu with
broke.’
(63) Yankirri kuja-npa
emu FACTCOMP-2s8
karli-ngki luwa-rnu,  ngulaju
boomerang-ERG shoot-PAST that -
pali-ja.
die-PAST
‘The emu you hit with the boomerang
died.’
Although the evidence cannot be considered
conclusive at this point, it is doubtful that
operator-variable binding relationships are
formed, through movement, in the syntactic
representations of Warlpiri sentences. The in-
terpretations of questions and relatives,
therefore, are evidently effected through
movement in logical form, rather than in syn-
tax (cf. Larson 1983).

kuja, ngula
kapulkapi, ngarra
kula

kaji

(60a) Ngana-ngku ka karli ) L
who-ERG IMPF boomerasi remote past, usitative kala
pyampu jarnti-rni? potential (with aspect ka) kala
this trim-N'PéT relational (causal, reason) yungulyingalyingilyi
‘Who is trimming this boome; ect (ASP) )
(60b) Nyiya-ku ka-npala-rla - past imperfect Ipa IMPF present imperfect ka

what-DAT IMPF-2dS-3dat-’ (PERF) § is not usually glossed).

is available to any constituent simiplyzbyz
tue of the free surface ordering ch:
of Warlpiri syntax generally.  D:

such as the so-called “weak cross- SNS, @, are not usually glossed).

non-subject

rri-tni - nyumpala-riu? = . .
:éik_Nr;IST you:tvgo-ERG Glosses. for pronominal agreement clitics (AGR)
“What are you two looking f Number Grammatical relation
~ There is, however, no evidence that! s singular S subject
movement is involved in the fo. b d dual NS
content questions in Warlpiri. Initial:pos p plural

3sDAT third singular Dative
REFL reflexive
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(d) Pronominal agreement clitics

Singular
S NS
Is ma ju

2s n(pa) ngku

3 0

)
rla (DAT)

(2) COMPLEMENTIZER SUFFIXES
(a) Simultaneous event

OBICOMP
OBVCOMP
SUBJCOMP

(b) Preceding or

PRECCOMP
PURPCOMP
DESIDCOMP
NEGPURP
PREPCOMP
SEQCOMP

(c) Stative

ASSOC
PRIV

XXI. Syntaktische Skizzen

Dual Plural
S NS S NS
1di rhi ngali(ngki) 1pi rlipa ngalpa
1de rlijarra jarrangku lpe ma-lu nganpa
2d n(pa)- npgku-pala 2p nku-lu nyarra
pala
3d pala palangu  3p Iu jana
object-controlled complementizer -kurra
obviative-controlled complementizer -rlarni
subject-controlled complementizer  -karra
purposive event '
preceding event -ria
purposive -ku
desiderative purposive -kupurda
negative purposive -kujaku
preparatory purposive -kungarnti
directional purposive -kurra
associative, resultative, perfective -warny
privative, negative -wangu

(3) NOMINAL SUFFIXES
(A) Grammatical case

ABS
DAT
ERG

Absolutive
Dative
Ergative

(B) Semantic case
(a) Non-derivational case

ALL allative: ‘to, into’

COMIT comitative: ‘with’

EL _elative: ‘from’

LOC locative

RESULT resultative

TRANS translative

(b) Derivational case

ASSOC associative, perfective: ‘being’
DENIZ denizen of: ‘belonging to’
LIKE simile-former: “as, like’
PERL perlative: ‘along’

POSS possessive

POSS possessive (on pronouns)
POSS possessive (on kinterms)
PRIV privative, negative: ‘without’
PROP proprietive: ‘having’
SOURCE elative of source: ‘from, be-

cause of”

0 (not usually glossed)
-ku
-ngku, -rliu

-kurra

-ngkajinta, -rlajinta
-ngurly

-ngka, ~ria

-kurra

-karda

-warnu

-maly, -ngarna, -ngawurrpa, ~wardingki

-piya

-wana
-kurlangu
-nyangu
-nyanu
-wangu

-kurly, -parnta
~jangka

cs
OTHER
' WARD

80. Warlpiri

(O Number

DUAL dual

PAUCAL plural, paucal: ‘few’
PL plural

PL plural

(D) Nominal formatives and other clitics

change of state: ‘now, then’
other, next
towards

. (4) VERBS

A) Verbal inflections, arranged by conjugation
onjugation class I I
a): Tense, co-occurring with Aspect

NPST nonpast -mi, @ i, ni
AST past -ja -rnu
IRR irrealis -ya-rla -ka-rla
(b) Tense/Mood, no Aspect distinction
T future ~jul-ji -ku
MP imperative -ya -ka
EST presentational -nya -rni-nya
¢). Non-finite verb forms
. infinitive -nja -rni-nja
: -ngu -rny
) Verb formatives
US causative (transitive) N-ma-ni
H ' inchoative N-jarri-mi
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-jarra
-patu

-rra (on some pronouns)

-lku

-kari

-purda
I v \%
-nyi -rni, -ni -hi
-ngu -rnu -nu
-ngka-rla -nja-rla -nta-rla
-ngku -Tku -nku
-ngka -nja -nta
-nga-nya -rni-nya -na-nya
-nja -rni-nja -ni-nja
-ngu -rnu -nu

-rai
past, by, across -mpa
'HER thither, to there -rra
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Vorwort zum zweiten Band

Der hiermit vorliegende zweite Halbband des Handbuchs Syntax konzentriert sich auf
die die Syntax betreffenden Teile der Typologie und der Sprachgeschichtsforschung
sowie auf das Verhaltnis der Syntax zu einigen ihrer Nachbardisziplinen. AuBerdem
wird der Satzbau einer Reihe von Sprachen skizziert, die unter verschiedenen Gesichts-
punkten interessant erscheinen. (Nihere Erlduterungen im Vorwort zum ersten Band:)
Den AbschluB bilden ein Personen-, ein Sach-und ein Sprachenregister fiir beide Halb-
binde. ,

Zwei Hinweise fiir die Benutzung der Register: (a) Aus technischen Griinden konnten
im Personenregister Namensmehrdeutigkeiten nicht aufgeldst werden; gelegentlich be-
ziehen sich also verschiedene Seitenangaben unter demselben (Familien-)Namen auf
verschiedene Personen, was sich in der Regel durch Nachschlagen an den entsprechen-
den Textstellen oder in der jeweiligen Artikelbibliographie kliren 14Bt. (b) Im Sachregi-
ster ist bei Verweisen, die sich auf das Thema groBerer Abschnitte (etwa ganzer Kapitel)
beziehen, die Seite angegeben, auf der der Abschnitt beginnt. Auf eine weitere Kenn-
zeichnung mit ,,ff* oder ,,passim” wurde in solchen Fillen verzichtet.

Fiir vielfltige Hilfe bei der Arbeit am zweiten Band haben wir (auBer den schon im
Vorwort zum ersten Band genannten Personen) Niirten Oztiirk zu danken sowie auf
Seiten des Verlags Christiane Graefe und Heike Plank. Unser besonderer Dank gilt
dariiber hinaus Birgit Kaiser, die das Register konzipiert und erstellt hat. ‘

Joachim Jacobs
Arnim von Stechow
Wolfgang Sternefeld

Theo Vennemann

Im August 1995




